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The Message of theVice-Chancellor

Since the advent of humanity, knowledge played a pivotal role in creating a successful world.
That is why it is stated in the Holy Quran:
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Say, "Are those who know equal to those who do not know?" Only they will remember [who
are] people of understanding.

It is indeed a blessing of Almighty Allah that the University of Sialkot enjoys a respectable
position as a seat of learning amongst the reputed universities of the world on account of its
rich cultural heritage. Accessible opportunities being provided to a multitude of our youth for
acquiring quality education and valuable research trends. It has created a modern infrastructure
to make it possible for students to update their knowledge in various scientific disciplines since
modern technology has become an essential vehicle of rapid progress. The university has been
quite successful in maintaining online studies during COVID-19 lockdowns.

It is a matter of great satisfaction for me to note that significant improvements have been
viewed in the sphere of imparting Higher Education especially in the Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences. By introducing MS programs, innovative research in various new
disciplines, and to hold such a scholastic International Conference by the Department of
Islamic Studies is indeed a great help in cultivating a learning atmosphere that is essential to
maintain higher academic standards.

I am highly grateful to the scholars who put their efforts to write on this important topic when
we are socially separated. Loneliness, under the shadow of terror, becomes torture. Gradually,
it diminishes our will power, which ultimately results in depression, mental illness, and even
suicide. This is exactly where religion comes to rescue us. It provides us with the hope that
someone is always nearby us, caring for us, and protecting us from all sorts of disasters.

As the Vice-Chancellor of this institute, | appreciate the effort of the management committee
and confident that to excel in the field of Higher Education and inculcation of moral values and
research motives, the Department of Islamic Studies will continue to hold such events in future
as well.

Prof. Dr. Saeed ul Hassan Chishti
Vice-Chancellor

University of Sialkot



The Message of the Dean, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

I am pleased to write on the occasions of first-ever Online Conference on Pandemics and
Religion, Past, Present, and Future being organized by the Department of Islamic Studies,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences on a very crucial current issue.

We feel honoured that we are having scholars of international repute as speakers in the
conference which Insha'Allah will enhance the value of this conference. | hope this Conference
will contribute to the knowledge and experience especially from a religious perspective which
will enable the society to deal with the current pandemic situation effectively.

I wish this conference a great success.

Prof. Dr. Abdul Hafeez Khan
Dean
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

University of Sialkot



Introduction of the Conference

A pandemic is a worldwide spread of a new disease that occurs on a large scale usually
affecting a large number of people. The ongoing world is facing the same situation due to the
outbreak of novel Coronavirus. The Book of Exodus notes ten disastrous plagues that were sent
to the Egyptians because they refused to free Israelites. (Exodus 7-12) 1 Chronicles points out
that God sent a disease to Israelites, killing their seventy thousand men. (1 Chronicles 21:14)
The Quran reads: "Hence, we stroke upon the evil-doers a rijz (plague) from heaven for their
evil-doing." (Al-Quran 2:59) Therefore, according to these sources, an epidemic is a
punishment for those who do not obey God. However, it can also be a trial for those who follow
Him as the Quran states: "Surely We will test you with a bit of fear and hunger, and loss in
wealth and lives and fruits, and give glad tidings to the patient” (Al-Quran 2:155). Such
statements arise a question on the minds of many executives at religious, scientific, and
scholarly societies that what they can do to help mankind during this situation? Therefore,
keeping in view the situation of the country and the world at large, the Department of Islamic
Studies, University of Sialkot, planned this online conference for scholars across the globe to
explore, analyze, and present the solutions proposed by the world religions in this respect.

Objectives of the Conference
This conference has the following goals:

1. To spread awareness about COVID 19.

2. To find out solutions proposed by world religions to cope with such situations.
3. To collect the scholarly reflections on the issue.

4. To continue academic activities during this epidemic.

Conference Place
Online Zoom meeting.
Management Committee

The management committee consists of the following members:

1. Prof. Dr. Abdul Hafeez Khan, Dean Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Sialkot, Pakistan.

2. Mr. Naeem Qaiser Al-Azhari, Head Department of Islamic Studies, University of
Sialkot, Pakistan.

3. Hafiz Muhammad Tahir al-Mustafa, Conference Coordinator and Lecturer, Department
of Islamic Studies, University of Sialkot, Pakistan.

4. Dr. Mushtaqg Adil, Assistant Professor, Department of Urdu, University of Sialkot,
Pakistan.

5. Dr. Fozia Fiaz, Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, University of
Sialkot, Pakistan.



6. Dr. Zohaib Ahmad, Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, University of
Sialkot, Pakistan.
7. Ms. Zohra Malik, Research Associate, Department of Islamic Studies, University of

Sialkot, Pakistan.

Contact Info

Hafiz Muhammad Tahir al-Mustafa
tahir.almustafa@uskt.edu.pk

+92 333 6286614
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English Abstracts



The Outbreak of COVID 19 from an Islamic Theological Perspective

Dr. Rifai Sulaiman
Senior Islamic scholar, writer, columnist, and translator
London, England
drrifaisulaiman@yahoo.co.uk

The coronavirus pandemic has become an existential threat to the entire humanity. This global
social phenomenon cannot be an accidental or coincidental occurrence rather there must be
some divine wisdom and rationale behind it. Why does God send this kind of infectious disease
to humanity? Does God allow evil to inflict on humanity? Is this deadly pandemic a divine
punishment or a divine warning to humanity? Atheists and rationalists argue if God is
Omnibenevolent, why does He allow suffering? if God is an omnipotent being, why does not,
He stop a natural calamity like this? As a faithful Muslim community, how should we read,
analyze, and examine the coronavirus pandemic that has befallen humanity? It is not my
objective in this paper to bring all arguments in theodicy rather, | will briefly present an Islamic
perspective on natural calamities like that of the coronavirus. There are three positions on this
matter among Muslim scholars. Some argue that natural calamity such as the coronavirus is
divine punishment. Some others argue it is a testing and divine warning to humanity. some
other scholars have argued that it is a mercy from God. This paper examines these postulates
from an Islamic perspective with reference to the works of the classical and modern Islamic
scholars. We cannot be judgmental on the coronavirus pandemic to say if it is a divine
punishment or a divine trial. Theologically speaking, it is not fitting for any Muslim to question
divine actions and activities. Divine actions and activities do not come under any human
judgments and jurisdiction rather, rather human actions and activities come under divine
jurisdiction. Yet, this paper draws the line between divine actions and divine rules.
Understanding the wisdom and rationale behind the divine rules is different from trying to
understand the wisdom and rationale of the divine actions and activities.
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Pandemics and their Remedy in the Light of Islamic Teachings: An

Analysis with Special Reference to COVID-19

Dr. Riaz Ahmad Saeed
Department of Islamic Studies
National University of Modern Languages, Islamabad, Pakistan.
drriazahmadsaeed@gmail.com

Muhammad Nadeem
Department of Islamic Studies
University of Gujarat, Pakistan.

The pandemics have been one of the most tribal threats to human life throughout human
history. It is a historical fact that billions of people have died because of these infectious
diseases. Now we are in the 21% century which is known for its advancements in the field of
science and technology. But unfortunately, we are victims of another dangerous pandemic
named COVID-19. The most interesting thing is that the modern man could not able to find
out the proper cure/vaccine of this treacherous disease yet. However, we can prevent ourselves
through taking different precautionary measures and protections (like mask-wearing, social
distancing, self-Quarantine, cleanings, avoid to travel, etc.) In this situation, the views of
scholars have diversified that religion has a cure for this pandemic or not. Being a Muslim, 1
believe that Islam guides us for this issue via preventive measures and medication both. The
primary sources of Islam, the Holy Quran, the Sunnah, and Nobel Seerah of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH), offer us a complete code of ethics regarding this issue. We find many examples in
Seerha of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) to get protection from it. In this study, efforts are made to
find out the moral and practical teachings of Islam to cure the pandemic diseases analytically
with special reference to COVID-19. The analytical approach is adopted in this study with a
qualitative research methodology. It’s observed from the study, Islam has a complete set of
education to prevent and protect from pandemic disease. Therefore, it’s argued that we should
adopt the moral teachings of Islam for infectious diseases while not forgetting to take care of
our health through proper medication as suggested by Islam.

Keywords: Pandemic Disease, COVID-19, Remedy, Islamic Teachings, Analysis
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Epidemics, its Fatality and Medical Science: Lessons from the

Biography of the Prophet Muhammad (SAAS)

Dr. Kaleemullah
Assistant Professor
Department of Islamic Thought and Civilization
UMT, Sialkot Campus
kalim.ullah@skt.umt.edu.pk

The COVID-19 that struck most parts of the world is an unprecedented disaster. In this way, I
discuss the biographical response and solution to this endemic, specifically through the
biography of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAAS). | explore one of the most unexperimental
blames on Islamic Traditional Sciences that they do not emphasis on the fatal diseases such as
Epidemics or endemics and not give the solution of the problem vis-a-vis the medical sciences,
which give the ultimate solution of the problem. | argue against this perception that in Islamic
classical sciences specifically, the Biography of the Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) gives the
solution of our everyday problem whether it belongs to health care or other issues. Moreover,
this article explores whether Islam focuses on scientific exploration or its focus on just
supernatural understandings. It also discusses the Prophet Muhammad’s (SAAS) scientific,

ontological, eschatological teachings towards the problem.

Keywords: Islam, Epidemics, Traditional Sciences, Natural Sciences, Religions
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Sabr in Situations of Pandemics: A Study in the Light of Prophetic

Teachings

Zainab Moin
Lecturer, Islamic Studies
Fatima Jinnah Women University Rawalpindi
zainab.moin@fjwu.edu.pk

It is narrated in Sahih Bukhari that “ If you hear an outbreak of plague in a land, do not enter
it, and if the plague breaks out in a place while you are in it, do not leave that place” Holy
Prophet’s teachings regarding sabr in such situation is visible with the internal reflection of
this hadith. Human beings are accepted as social animals and need each other’s interaction to
minimize one’s problems. This study is about exploring that in situations like pandemics
whenever faced by human societies are dealt with distancing from each other. It is also
mentioned in Sunan Ibn Majah that a leprous man wished to have pledged on Prophet’s hand
which Prophet has refused kindly by saying that your pledge is accepted. Such events from
Prophet’s life are a great example of having deep wisdom that sabr is nothing but to adopt the
ways Allah’s Messenger has taught us through his practical life. COVID-19 has also frustrated
so many people to feel as if life has stopped and social distancing, cleanliness, and other
measures will be now forever. This research is aimed to sensitize the community about
Prophetic teachings on cleanliness as half Iman. The main objective is also to prove with
relevance to COVID-19 that the more patience one shows will bear this pandemic not only
through adopting cleanliness as the Islamic code of conduct but will also lead their lives as
satisfying human beings on earth. The research concludes that with Sabr on situations like
COVID-19 success is achievable as it is narrated in Sahih Bukhari that Prophet has also said

“Ass-Sabr is illumination”.


mailto:zainab.moin@fjwu.edu.pk

Ly



o ant) 25088 y 22591

NOVPAINOPS- A5 TP PN
iyl a5 el 3 30
Zeual] P yasdl Gt 25 el 50 el o 382

ssanll 0l Jlad) o G 8" Zelinls £op Ly wlashy Lyl 50 do Zoli)) o
ALl G er waelbels (L3 oo dand s 5ua Vs sl 15 s Yo ¢ o]

el o Lo bl @lia Vs el ) o sT0o b (st sl sz Lalls o3 Ladl L s s saYlada S
«Fo ) e Vg i . SaeV) sl § waelll vl uarl a8l Lo Zulos & s sl 10 & dpud)
a7 o2 (2 o g pa s (80— 1= 24 ) (s L%Tcﬁ L slae Mo o b casy Cel O e A @»TGOJB
00T out) 93 b st JE L2 (a0

b i Lo o Sues o sntd) 88 4] oL o o ke s Ll B, b s £0s V€ s se 3L W 230
ceain iz Mo 2013 283151 ey Yo g =) ki ina 131 1B b e il o o0l i O
gl ol Joug o b 83 e s 36 o, Last) oue U9 adaws dde il oo (o) o G Vi s

2ol el LB sl ol ) U 01 el Lol aladl JaY aie al 525 02l o2 0,8 Usss
|of e anl (525 0,8 wlslels wlydas L W (oo s b glasd oo LW 0 Y o 1 J5F 4 13908 s 3,
Gl o150V (ol o U (35,461 W05 ) o sl U0 s o LT YL Loy )0 o aul 2s i
SYIEY )

oo a1 a3 e B0 (3 08 ols Flaa Y ue L) 8,8 o8 e @) elbabinly w5l)) amy Ly
UeLi,s,L,)‘\)umwcub,1,xxw,uu1¢zu:w&wwm%@u\@,;wg«sw@ww,ﬁ;s
<01

Savadl J e Bas sy eIl ade 83alls el Jamss AU el was bl s 01 LA 575,

Qe AL 2o s I o el o el enle s e el § 20 ) 68 o 2201 el sl s0a 8

TEVITE TUNOR- 0V 'O [ P-CON S FUNER ETO U VLS PSP | PRSI

4l ot il anl e Sl s Y s of oluso s it s 2 s 6 Clwl 359 aves Bl -

-53L.~°Q)’°3
Larb ol 35 U8 pat &3 Jal L2 e] o il 3y gl s s V1L gl Joladl B susd) -
Lo W8 e Sl Jig s Lol i) o ons el G a6Y (b oS it ey
‘w&w&w‘@gﬂ,»ﬁwdl&



uﬁj‘t 93



07 lg«.{! PRy L 195}]};!‘)! )J(}U!g..a}lb O] /“uu;;iy;

Prof. Dr. Mohsina Munir
Department of Islamic Studies
Lahore College for Women University Lahore
mohsinamann@gmail.com, mohsina.munir@Icwu.edu.pk
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Dr. Zahoorullah Al-Azhari
Associate Professor
Department of Islamic Studies
The University of Lahore, Pakistan.
dr.zahoorazhari@gmail.com
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Dr. Ahmad Raza
Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic History and Culture
Allama Igbal Open University, Islamabad, Pakistan

ahmad.raza@aiou.edu.pk
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Dr. Johan Basco
Principal, Bible Revelation Theological Seminary
Lahore
rtseminary@gmail.com
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Dr. Nabeela Falak
Assistant Professore, Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies
The University of Lahore, Sargodha Campus, Pakistan

nabeelafalak@gmail.com
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